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BEFORE
HON’BLE MR. JUSTICE ACHINTYA MALLA BUJOR BARUA           

Heard Mr. P. Mahanta, learned counsel for the petitioner. Also heard Mr. C. Baru
a, learned standing counsel for the APSC.
2. The petitioner had appeared in the Assam Civil Services Examination cond
ucted by the respondent APSC as per the advertisement dated 30.12.2016. The exam
ination is called Combined Competitive (Prelims) Examination, 2016.
3. It is the case of the petitioner that the question No.45 in the Politica
l Science Paper was as such �:-

 �45. The total number of members in the Rajya Sabha is:-
(A) 238
(B) 245
(C) 250
(D) 225 �
4. The petitioner accordingly took the option (C) to be the correct answer.
But later on, after obtaining the information, the petitioner could find that h

e had been marked incorrect in the said question.
In the aforesaid premises, this writ petition has been preferred.

5. Mr. C. Barua, learned standing counsel for the APSC upon obtaining instr
uction has stated that there were certain applications from some of the candidat
es, which indicated that the correct answer ought to have been option (B) and th
erefore, the APSC authorities had taken a decision to correct the answer key in 
respect of question No.45, the corrected answer after the correction stood as op
tion (B). 
6. When we examine the question, it is noticed that the question is what is
the total number of members in the Rajya Sabha. The option (B) is 245 and optio

n (C) is 250. But the answer of the said question is clearly provided in Article
80 of the Constitution of India and therefore, there is no requirement of any a

pplication from any candidate or any other material source for the APSC to deter
mine the correct question.
7. Article 80 of the Constitution of India clearly provides that the Counci
l of States shall consist of 12 members to be nominated by the President and not
more than 238 representatives of the States and of the Unions.

The question being the total number, it is understood that the total num
ber would be the sum of Article 80 1(a) and (b) i.e. 238+12 which is equal to 25
0.
8. In view of the aforesaid provision, the APSC is directed to re-evaluate 
the correct answer of question No.45 of the Political Science paper by consultin
g the relevant provision of the Constitution of India.
9. Upon such correction, which shall be based upon the provision of Article
80 of the Constitution of India, necessary follow up action shall be taken and 

the persons who had given the correct answer be given their due benefit. 
10. As regards the other issue raised by the petitioner regarding the questi
on No.84, the petitioner is given liberty to approach the Court again, if so adv
ised.

Writ petition is accordingly disposed of.


